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Do you know about spring water? It is the water D7 came 4 coming
» come ) out from the ground. Spring water is used in many places in Japan. Harie
area in Shiga Prefecture is D17 one 1 any Y many ) of them. Last summer,
I visited the area with my aunt and joined a tour held by Ol foreign A local

7 official ) guides. In the tour, we saw some basins which were full of spring water. The
guide said, “People here use spring water for their lives. The system of using spring water
is@(7 call 1 calling % called) ‘kabata.’ You can drink this water. Please
try it.” When I tried it, the water was very cold. It was a very hot day, so the water
®(7 did 4 made 9 took) me feel cool.
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Mike: Hi, Yuma. Your speech was very interesting.
Yuma: Thank you, Mike. [ was surprised that the water was very cold. According to our
guide, the temperature of the spring water is almost the same temperature at any
time of the year.
Mike: That’s interesting.
Ms. lkeda: Hello, Yuma and Mike. What are you talking about?
Mike: Hello, Ms. Tkeda. We are talking about the speech Yuma made in our class. T am
interested in his experience.
Ms. lkeda: Oh, I enjoyed his speech, too. Kabata sounds interesting. Yuma, please tell us
more about your experience in Harle area.
Yuma: Sure. I'll tell you the things I learned there. Look the third basin
at this picture. They are some of the basins I saw. L

Mike: Wow. are they used?

Yuma: Each basin is used in a different way. The spring
water goes into the first basin. The water in this
basin is very clean, so people use this water for
cooking or drinking.

Mike: Oh, I see. There is another basin next to the first
basin. How about this one?
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Yuma: @ When the first basin becomes full of water, the 7
water will overflow into this second basin. The ) the first basin
. . L . . the second basin
water in this basin is still clean, so it is used for
keeping things cold, for example, vegetables or fruit.

— 1 .

Mike: That’s nice. By using the basin, people don’t need electricity for keeping things cold.
They just put things in the basin. It’s very simple and good for the environment.

Yuma: E I think so, too. And, when the second basin becomes full, the water will overflow
into the third basin. The third basin is the largest basin of the three basins. People
sometimes put their dishes in this basin after using them and leave them for a few hours.

Ms. Ikeda:  Why do they do that?

Yuma: @ Actually, in the third basin, some fish are swimming although there are no fish in
the first and second basins. The fish eat small pieces of food on the dishes, so the fish
help people wash the dishes. In addition, the fish also eat any food in the water, so
@

Mike: Really? That sounds great! That means people use things in nature to keep the water
clean.

Yuma: That’s right.

Mike: Where does the water in the third basin finally go?

Yuma: @ The water in the basin goes to a river in the area and finally goes into the lake near

the area. It comes back as rain or snow in the future.
Mike: 1 see. The water circulates.
Yuma: That’s right.
Ms. Ikeda: Mike, we have learned many things about kabata, right? What do you think about it?
Mike: I think kabata is wonderful. It helps people’s lives.
Ms. lkeda: That’s true. People in the area use it in a wonderful way. Yuma, you had an amazing
experience.

Yuma: Yes, I really had a great experience. Through this experience, I understand that people
are a part of nature.

Mike: T agree with you. We should pay attention to the water we use every day.
Ms. lkeda: Thank you for telling us a nice story, Yuma.
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To clean the dishes.
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7 the water can be kept clean
4 the fish make the water in the basin full
U the small pieces of food easily clean the water
I people in that area use electricity to make the water clean
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The temperature of the spring water in summer and the temperature of the spring water in
winter are very different.

Yuma had a chance to see some basins which are used in Harie area.

People in Harie area put nothing in the largest basin because the water there is very clean.
Mike told Yuma and Ms. Ikeda where the spring water used in Harie area finally went.
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@ Are fish swimming in the first basin?
@ What does Yuma understand through his experience in Harie area?
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We can find dandelions everywhere in Japan. I thought all dandelions were the same kind.
However, one day, my grandfather told me that there were various kinds of dandelions.

According to him, some kinds of dandelions are native

dandelions and they have been in Japan for a long HEB
time. Other kinds of dandelions were from other EXRED b
countries more than one hundred years ago. He called 2 URNR P d"_'_c .
them “non-native dandelions.” A lot of dandelions we NEE wjgl_é\
see now are non-native dandelions. He showed me some -
pictures of native dandelions and non-native dandelions.

Tunderstood their differences. About fifty a native & non-native

years ago, my grandfather was able to find a lot of native dandelion dandelion
dandelions in the area around our school. At that time, the

area had many fields and farms, and native dandelions were found there. Now, there are not
many fields and farms because many houses and buildings were built there. He said, “We can’t
find native dandelions in this area now.” 1 wanted to check the thing he said. The next day,
I tried to find native dandelions in the area around our school. I was able to find many
dandelions. I looked carefully at the dandelions found there. All of gthem were non-native
dandelions. Then, I had a question. Why was it impossible for me to find native dandelions
in the area around our school although there were many non-native dandelions? I wanted to
know the reason, so I read some books about dandelions.

From the books, I learned there were several reasons. The size of the space dandelions need
is one reason. To produce seeds, a native dandelion needs to get pollen from another native
dandelion. This means a native dandelion can’t increase if there are not other native
dandelions around it. So, it needs a wide space to grow with other native dandelions.
\ ® \ Although there are not many wide spaces in cities,
non-native dandelions can still grow in cities. For native dandelions, [ @ | We
sometimes find a dandelion on the street if there is a small space which is not covered with
asphalt. That is a non-native dandelion.

After learning about the differences between native dandelions and non-native dandelions, I
wanted to know where I could find native dandelions. On the Internet, I looked for the place.
I found about dandelions. According to it, in Osaka, there are some places
which have a lot of native dandelions! I was excited because I didn’t think there were native
dandelions in Osaka. [ want to visit some of those places with my grandfather and see native
dandelions with him. Thank you for listening.
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(i) So, it doesn’t need a wide space to grow with them.
(ii) This means it doesn’t need other dandelions around it to increase.
(iii) However, a non-native dandelion can produce seeds without another dandelion’s pollen.
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it is not necessary to grow in a wide space to increase
it is not difficult to grow in a small space to increase
it is more difficult to grow in cities

it is easier to grow in cities
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7 Mana found both native dandelions and non-native dandelions in the area around her
school.

4 Mana heard about the way of producing seeds of dandelions from her grandfather.

D Mana learned about the differences between native dandelions and non-native dandelions.

I Mana visited the place which had many native dandelions with her grandfather.
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You: Mana, your speech was interesting. ( @] ) Did you go to the library
to get information about dandelions?
Mana: Yes. I usually go to the library. I also used the Internet to get information about
dandelions. Do you go to a library to get information about something?
You: ( @ )

Mana: 1 see.
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_When ~ is  your birthday?
Well , it’s April 11
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