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I will introduce my experience. In my elementary school, the students made compost from
food scraps. The students in my class brought food scraps from home and mixed them with a
special kind of soil for making compost. For three months, we watched the food scraps and
learned how they turned into compost with the help of microbes in the soil. With the compost
we made, we also grew vegetables in the school garden and picked them. We ate the vegetables
for our school lunch.

Making compost takes a lot of time but it is easy, so anyone can do it at home. Also, it doesn’t
damage the environment. I do it at home, too. I want to do things I can do to reduce the
amount of trash I throw away.
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Emily: Hi, Akira. Your speech was interesting.

Akira: Thank you. Have you ever made compost from food scraps at home?

Emily: No, I haven’t. But actually, making compost is common in some areas in the U.S..

Taro: Hi, Akira and Emily. What are you talking about?

Akira: Hi, Taro. We are talking about making compost.

Taro: Oh, your speech was good, Akira. Until I heard your speech, I didn’t know anything
about making compost.

Akira: Emily says it is common in some areas in her country.

Taro: Oh, really? Do people living there make compost at home and grow vegetables in their garden?

Emily: I think some people do so. But in my hometown in the U.S., people just put their food
scraps into a container on the side of the street near their houses. .S

Akira: Do the food scraps turn into compost in the container? -

Emily: No. . The food scraps are collected and brought to composting
facilities. . After that, the compost is used to grow trees and ==
plants in the town or some compost is brought to farmers. . The
things people have to do are just separating food scraps from other *
trash, and putting the food scraps into the container.
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a good system! People don’t have to prepare special soil and mix food scraps with the
soil.

Separating food scraps from other trash doesn’t sound easy to me. Trash from kitchens is
not only food scraps. It includes various things.

Don’t worry. People can put other things which can turn into compost, such as tea bags and
pizza boxes. They can put such dirty paper into the container with food scraps.

Wow, even dirty paper can be recycled! It’s good to know that we can recycle various things.
But if I lived in your town, it would be difficult to remember what to put into the container.
T'm afraid that people living there may stop separating trash in the correct way and just put
any kinds of trash into the container.

According to my neighbors, when the system first started, learning what to put into the
container was a little difficult, but after they learned it, separating trash in the correct way
became easy. I think some of them just follow the system and separate
trash, but many of them know separating trash results in reducing a bad influence on the
environment, so they try to do it in the correct way.

I see. Thanks to the system, many things are recycled, and a bad influence on the
environment can be greatly reduced. The system sounds great!

I think not only the system but also people who try to make the system work for the
environment are great.

You are right. It is important for people to do the things they can do for the environment.
I want to do things I can do, too. Today, your speech taught the students in our class a good
way of recycling trash, Akira. I want to make compost.

Me, too.
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Then, the food scraps are changed into compost there.
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So, now they stopped separating trash.

So, now they separate trash in the wrong way.

So, now it is difficult for them to separate trash.
So, now they can separate trash in the correct way.
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Thanks to the system, people in Emily’s hometown just have to prepare special soil to make compost.
Only food scraps should be put into the containers on the side of the street in Emily’s hometown.

It was difficult for Taro to remember what to put into the container when Taro visited Emily’s hometown.
Taro thinks both the system and people who try to make it work for the environment are great.
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Has Emily ever made compost at home?
According to Taro, what did Akira’s speech teach the students in their class?
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Last month, I went to a zoo and saw elephants. They were eating
apples. To eat them, elephants were using their trunk very well. The
movement of their trunk me, and I started to wonder what kinds
of things elephants could do with their trunk. I didn’t know any
features of the trunk of elephants, so I did research on it. Today I want
to share the things I learned about it with you.

Elephants use their trunk in a variety of ways. Their

trunk is used to breathe and to smell. Also, elephants use their trunk to produce a sound for
communication with other elephants. Those are perhaps the things you have already heard.
There are, however, other things that you may not know. Let me explain two unique features
their trunk has.

Elephants can move their trunk flexibly. This is its first unique feature. For example, two
elephants sometimes touch each other with their trunks as a sign of love or friendship. The
movement is similar to a hug for people. Also, with the end of their trunk, they can grab a
small and soft thing without breaking 4it, such as a flower. Even if you know elephants can
do these movements with their trunk, do you know that there are no bones in their trunk?
Elephants can move their trunk flexibly because it is controlled by a lot of muscles. Some
elephants have a trunk which is longer than two meters and heavier than 130 kilograms.
Moving such a huge thing flexibly is quite amazing.

Another unique feature of their trunk is its skill for sucking things. They can grab things
with their trunk, but they can also suck things with their trunk. Let me tell you about a
research project done in America. An elephant in a zoo was given one kind of vegetable. It
was cut and given as small pieces. \ ® \ I thought that
the elephant used the skill for sucking things when it was a better way than grabbing things.
I actually watched a video which showed the elephant was sucking different kinds of things.
For example, the video showed . The elephant sucked it very quickly.

Through learning about the trunk of elephants, I was surprised at its unique features and
thought each animal on the earth may have unique features. Some engineers learn from the
movements of animals when they invent a new product or robot. Studying about the various
movements of the trunk of elephants will be helpful to create a robot which can do various kinds
of things. We can learn from animals to ® . Now, I want to know about other
animals, too. If you know other interesting animals or their unique features, please let me
know. Thank you for listening.
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(i) However, when many pieces were given, the elephant got the pieces in a different way.

(ii) Instead of grabbing, the elephant sucked all those many pieces with its trunk, stored
them inside for a few seconds, and then put them in its mouth.

(i) When only a few pieces were given, the elephant grabbed them with its trunk.
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7 the elephant couldn’t suck anything at all
4 the elephant sucked a large amount of water
D the elephant wouldn’t suck pieces of any kind of vegetable
I the elephant grabbed many kinds of things instead of sucking them
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Kana visited a zoo to study what kinds of things elephants could do with their trunk.

Elephants can move their trunk flexibly because there are many bones in it.
The trunk of elephants has some unique features including its skill for sucking things.
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Kana said learning about movements of various robots would help us understand unique
features of animals.
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You: Kana, your speech was great. You did good research on elephants. Also, your English
was very good. ( ® )

Kana: I read an English book every day. It’s an effective way for me. Do you think reading
books in English is an effective way for you?

You: ( ®

Kana: 1 see.
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_When ~ is  your birthday?
Well , it’s April 11
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