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Good morning, Adam. a hot day!

Good morning, Hana. Yes, it is hot.

Oh, you came to school by bicycle.

Yes! Ilike riding a bicycle. You walk to school, right?
Actually, I ride a bicycle to the station from home, park my bicycle there, and take the train.
After getting off the train, I walk to school.

I see.

It takes about one hour.

That’s a long time.

Good morning, Hana and Adam. What are you talking about?

Good morning, Mr. Ida. We are talking about Hana’s way to come to school. She says that
L & |

Oh, you live far from school, right?

Yes, Mr. Ida. Also, this school is a little far from the station, too.

Yeah, you're right.

Adam, now you come to school by bicycle, but how did you go to school in the Netherlands?
I went to school by bicycle in the Netherlands, too. In my country, many people ride bicycles to
g0 to school or to go to work. Bicycles are very popular there.

T have heard about that before. The number of bicycles in the Netherlands the
number of people living there, right?

That’s right. About 17 million people live in the Netherlands, and they have more than 17
million bicycles. Surprisingly, they have about 23 million bicycles.

Oh, really? Why are bicycles so popular there?

T think, in the Netherlands, moving around by bicycle is very convenient. For example, people
can bring their bicycles into trains.

Wow! Also, they can use their bicycles after getting off the train. I'm sure that is a
convenient system. I wish we had the same system in this area. If T used the same system to
come to this school, coming to school ® J.

Also, in the Netherlands, there are many roads only for bicycles and
(@they are connected to each city. They are convenient for people
who travel to far places by bicycle. The number of such roads has
been increasing.

I see. People can go to various places in the Netherlands by
bicycle.

That’s right. By the way, on roads both bicycles and cars can use, you

will often find signs with an interesting phrase. In English, it means that cars are
guests. And, the phrase, “cars are guests,” tells people that cars may use the road
as guests. For example, on the roads, car drivers should wait until bicycles pass by.
I see. But I still don’t understand what “as guests” means.

Well, how about thinking in this way? Imagine you are in someone’s house as a
guest. You will not do the things you want to do without thinking about the people
living there. You will think you should respect their feelings, right? So, maybe the

phrase tells people that car drivers should think in the same way on the road.

“ “/ll; ]
Do you mean that ’ Mgt
Yeah, that is the thing I thought. 55 DGR

I think you are right.

Oh, that makes sense! The sign is interesting!

That’s good! T was wondering how I could explain the phrase on the sign. Thank you, Mr. Ida.
Adam, it was interesting to learn that the roads in the Netherlands were designed to make
moving around by bicycle convenient. Thank you for telling me about that. Someday, I'd like to
visit the Netherlands and travel around there by bicycle.

[ will guide you to various interesting places!
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7 she walks from home to school
A she rides a bicycle from home to school
7 she uses both a bicycle and the train to come to school
T she walks to the station from home, takes the train, and walks to school again
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That means there is no need to park their bicycles before taking the train.
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7 people riding bicycles should wait until cars pass by
A guests can park their car in front of the house they visit
D car drivers should respect the feelings of people riding bicycles on the road
I guests can do anything in the house they visit without thinking about the people living there
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In the Netherlands, Adam went to school by train because trains were very convenient.

Mr. Ida first heard that bicycles were very popular in the Netherlands when Adam talked about that.
Adam says that the signs with an interesting phrase can be found on roads both bicycles and cars can use.
Adam asked Mr. Ida how he could explain the phrase on the signs on the roads in the Netherlands.
Hana learned that the design of the roads in the Netherlands made moving around by bicycle convenient.
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Last summer, [ visited a city in Saitama Prefecture to see my grandparents. During my stay, they
took me to a museum about a man from the city. His name is Honda Seiroku.
By learning about him at the museum, I found that he did many great things. I
want more people about him, so I chose the person as my topic for today’s
speech. I hope you will become interested in this person by listening to my
speech.

Honda Seiroku was born into a farmer’s family in 1866, at the end of the
Edo period. He studied hard and entered a school of forestry in Tokyo when
he was 17 years old. As he kept studying about forestry, he started to feel
that he wanted to study abroad to learn more. His hope came true and

@ . After returning to Japan, he wrote more than 50 books about .
forestry and taught forestry at a university. Also, in those days, projects for Zfonda §f§r<0k”
designing parks were planned in Japan. He worked on many of CAthem. So, he €27
is now known as the “father of parks” in Japan. He worked on designing more than a hundred
parks including some parks in Osaka.

He also did other things which supported the society. One of these remains in the Tohoku area.
In the late 19th century, the rail operation first started in the area. However, there was one serious
problem. In the area, it snowed a lot in winter. Because of heavy snow, the operation of trains was
often canceled or trains could not move between stations for many hours. When he heard about the
problem, he remembered he saw a similar situation overseas. Thanks to
those hints, he suggested a good solution. It was to plant trees along the railroad tracks. He
knew that the problem was often caused by snow blown by strong winds from the side.
| This simple solution actually worked well. The system of
protecting railroad tracks with trees spread to many areas which had heavy snow in winter. In a
town in the Tohoku area, the trees planted along railroad tracks have been protecting them from
snow for more than 100 years.

The system of protecting railroad tracks with trees was amazing. And, surprisingly, the system
was also financially sustainable. Let that means. He taught people not only the
system of protecting railroad tracks with trees but also the way to keep the system for a long time.
Trees planted along railroad tracks grew as time went by. Then, some of the trees could be cut and
sold. could be used to plant trees in another area or to support the operation of
trains in the area. Like this, he created a way to get money for keeping the system. When he
suggested the system of protecting railroad tracks, he also tried to make the system sustainable.
Through learning about the system he suggested, I am now interested in systems which support the
society. I think great systems for the society don’t mean systems which are effective just for a short
while. They mean systems which stay effective for many years. Thank you for listening.
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7 he went to Germany to learn about the latest forestry

4 he studied in Germany though he didn’t want to go abroad

™ he could finally travel to Japan from Germany to study forestry

T he studied in Germany because he never learned about forestry in Japan
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(i) However, by planting trees along the railroad tracks, the trees could protect the railroad
tracks from snow blown by the winds.

(ii) The winds carried a large amount of snow over the railroad tracks.

(iii) That meant the trees could decrease the amount of snow which covered the railroad tracks.
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7 The way to choose the trees
4 The money received by selling the trees
7 The trees cut to build the railroad tracks
I The operation of trains in a different area
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7 Honda Seiroku entered a school of forestry because he wanted to find a way to protect
railroad tracks in the Tohoku area.

4 Honda Seiroku met a man called the “father of parks” and learned how to protect railroad
tracks from him.

U Honda Seiroku suggested a system of protecting railroad tracks before the rail operation in
the Tohoku area started.

I Honda Seiroku taught people both a system of protecting railroad tracks and a way of keeping

the system.
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@ Did Rika go to a museum with her grandparents?
@ According to Rika, what do great systems for the society mean?
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You: Rika, your speech was interesting. ( @) )

Rika: I'm glad to hear that. He tried many things which were new at that time. Do you want to try
things that you have never done before?

You: ( @ )

Rika: I see.
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When is your birthday?
Well | it’s April 11
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