
Osaka Prefecture （英語）

What is tuberculosis!?What is tuberculosis!?
Tuberculosis is not a disease that only existed in the past.

● There are many patients who start receiving treatment every year.

● Today, tuberculosis can be cured by taking medicine. If you have a sputum examination very 
early in the course of infection when the bacterial pathogen can’t be detected yet, just outpatient 
treatment can cure the disease.

● On the other hand, if detection is delayed, hospital treatment will be essential, and in some cases 
the patient may even die.

Detection of tuberculosis is likely to be late!Detection of tuberculosis is likely to be late!



For those who are young

I think it will 
get better 
soon.

Why don’t you go 
to the hospital?

It’s troublesome to go 
to the hospital just to 
treat a cold.

Do you 
have a 
  cold? When singing a 

song loudly, I cough.

COUGH-
COUGH

COUGH-
COUGH

Reception

Cough-
cough

‘Mr. A’ is a 
university
student.‘Mr. B’

‘Mr. A’

When he visited the 
hospital, he had to 
have an X-ray.

You have 
tuberculosis.

You need to be hospitalized. 
You should have consulted a 
doctor earlier.



After hospital discharge

His friends had to 
go to the 
hospital, too.

Learning about 
tuberculosis during 
hospitalization

I should have 
visited the hospital 
much earlier.

After receiving the 
results of the medical 
examination, Mr. B, Mr. 
A’s friend, had to take 
medicine to prevent 
contacting the 
disease.

Of course I did. I learned 
the importance of taking 
a medicine without fail 
when I was hospitalized.

Did you take the 
medicine today?

They are encouraging 
each other to complete 
the treatment for 
tuberculosis.

Tuberculosis 
bacteria are in 
your body.

You should take 
the medicine to 
prevent contracting 
the disease.

You may feel a 
little pain.

His friends

‘Mr. B’‘Mr. A’‘Mr. B’



Factory service version 
 

For those who are busy working

Mr. B is a 
work-oriented 

person.

Cough-
   coughCOUGH-

   COUGH

I have to do overtime 
again.

Maybe I have to go 
to the hospital.

My fatigue has become 
more severe.

Over-the-counter drug

The symptoms are 
not easily improved.

One month later

Cough-
   cough

You have 
tuberculosis.

What!! I can’t 
believe it…

If I had visited the hospital earlier, 
I could have received treatment 
without being hospitalized…

The sputum examination 
revealed that he was 
releasing tuberculosis 
bacteria into the air 
(germ discharge).

You had put up with 
the symptoms too 
long. If only you had 
visited the hospital 
earlier…

When he visited the hospital, 
he had to have an X-ray.

Cold



Factory service version 
 

Mr. C works 
at a construction 

site.Cough-
  cough

Cough-
  cough

Next day

Cough-
   cough

I have a cough or phlegm 
these days. But, because I 
smoke, I have sometimes 
had cough or phlegm 
from before.

I have a slight fever 
and feel tired. 
Besides, I’m o� today 
because it’s raining.

Maybe I should go 
to the clinic to get 
medicine for my 
cold.

Actually, I 
started 
coughing six 
months ago.

You have tuberculosis. 
When did you �rst 
experience the symptoms?

When he visited the 
hospital, he had to have 
an X-ray.

For those who are always busy working



Factory service version 
 

Next day

Cough-
   cough

Cough-
   cough

Cough-
   cough

I have a cough or phlegm 
these days. But, because I 
smoke, I sometimes have 
had cough or phlegm 
from before.

I have a slight fever and 
feel tired. Besides, I’m o� 
today.

Maybe I should 
go to the clinic to 
get a medicine for 
my cold.

Actually, I started 
coughing six 
months ago.

You have tuberculosis. 
When did you �rst 
experience the symptoms?

When he visited the 
hospital, he had to have 
an X-ray.

For those who are always busy working



For those who are raising children

Cough-
    cough Cough-

   cough

After birth

Cough-
  cough

Whaa!

I can meet 
you soon.

Although my cough 
doesn’t stop, I don’t want 
to take medicine.

She became so tired that 
she couldn’t take care of her 
baby anymore and decided 
to go to the hospital.

She’s a little tired as 
she’s not accustomed to 
this new environment.

I’ll examine your 
baby, too.

You have 
tuberculosis.

Whaa!

I feel so tired.

When she visited 
the hospital, she had 
to have an X-ray.
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For those who live with an elderly person

Is it because of 
his age?

Ah…, ok.

Recently, Dad lost 
his appetite a little.

Although you don’t have 
a cough or fever, let’s go 
to the hospital.

Just in case, they 
visited their family 
doctor.

Please make sure to take 
the medicine without fail.

You have 
tuberculosis. But, as 
we found it early, 
you don’t need be 
hospitalized.

I learned that a characteristic 
of tuberculosis is that elderly 
people don’t show cold-like 
symptoms even when they 
have tuberculosis.

She learned about 
tuberculosis in a class at 
the community center.

When he visited the 
hospital, he had to 
have an X-ray.

Tuberculosis

Community Center
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30Don’t assume it’s just a cold.

Coughing, sputum, 

no appetite, weight loss, 

fever, chest pain, heavy feeling in the chest, 

feeling dull

Ratio of people who are
late visiting the hospital.

People in Osaka tend to delay going to the hospital, 
compared with those in other parts of Japan.
When cold-like symptoms continue for more than two 
weeks or such symptoms recur, please visit the hospital as 
soon as possible!
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Do you 
have these 
symptoms?

You should go to the 
hospital earlier rather 

than later.


