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Last spring, I visited my uncle living in Tokyo. He took me to the street near a station.
There are cherry trees planted along the street. When I visited the street, many local people
were enjoying the beautiful cherry blossoms there. My uncle said that they look forward to
seeing the blossoms every spring. According to my uncle, cherry trees were planted along the
street when the area around the street was developed about a hundred years ago. The oldest
tree is one of the cherry trees planted then. The cherry trees along the street are a symbol of
the area. However, some of the trees became weak when they got old. So, to keep the cherry
trees in good condition, local people are taking care of them together. I thought everyone can
enjoy beautiful blossoms thanks to their effort.
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* My uncle showed me the cherry trees planted along the street near
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. look forward to seeing the blossoms every spring.

+ The oldest cherry tree lived since the area was developed.

+ Some of the cherry trees got old became weak.

« Local people are taking care of the cherry trees together to .
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Daniel: Hi, Yuri. Your speech was interesting. I'd like to go to that street in Tokyo to enjoy the
cherry blossoms. I imagine they are beautiful.

Yuri: They are so beautiful! But some of the trees didn’t have many blossoms. My uncle told
me those trees are weak. Local people including my uncle help those weak trees.

Daniel: 1 see. I guess taking care of weak cherry trees is difficult.

Yuri: T heard ®g is not easy. To help the trees, local people get professional advice from a tree
doctor.

Daniel: I heard the phrase, “a tree doctor,” for the first time. Is the person a doctor for trees?

Yuri: Yes, tree doctors have professional knowledge about taking care of trees.

Daniel: T see. Please tell me what local people and the tree doctor actually do for the cherry
trees.

Yuri: Sure! According to my uncle, local people and the tree doctor carefully check the cherry
trees every year. After checking the trees together, the tree doctor judges which ones
need a treatment.

Daniel: What treatment do weak trees receive?

Yuri: For example, weak trees receive a treatment for helping new roots grow. Weak trees
may fall down if they are left without the treatment. With the new roots, the trees can
support themselves. Also, they can get more nutrients with the new roots.
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Daniel: So, weak trees get stronger by the treatment, right?

Yuri: Yes, they get stronger if the treatment is successful. After a while, local people check
the trees with the tree doctor and see how the treatment goes.

Daniel: 1 see. I hope trees which are weak now will get stronger by the treatment.

Yuri: T hope so, too. But sometimes the treatment doesn’t go well. Actually, one weak tree
didn’t get better though it received the treatment. The tree doctor judged the tree should
be cut down.

Daniel: Oh, I think it was very hard to accept that.

Yuri: T think so, too. The tree was cut down before a typhoon came close to the area. The
tree doctor worried the weak tree might fall down because of the strong winds and hurt
someone. And local people understood his worry.

Daniel: You mean they had to cut down the tree because | @ |, right?

Yuri: That’s right.

Daniel: Now I understand that taking care of weak cherry trees is not easy. And I'm sure that
the cherry trees are very special to local people.

Yuri: You are right! The cherry trees became special to me, too. When I visit my uncle next
time, I'm going to see how the cherry trees are.

Daniel: That’s a good idea. I will visit that street someday to enjoy the cherry trees. Thank you
for telling me about the cherry trees along that street, Yuri.

Yuri: You are welcome.
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the street needed more sunshine

keeping the street safe was important

people decided to make the street wider

the tree didn’t have many blossoms in spring
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7 Yuri explained what she did in Tokyo to help local people take care of the cherry trees.

4 Local people including Yuri's uncle help weak cherry trees without the advice of a tree
doctor.

D Daniel taught Yuri that tree doctors have professional knowledge about taking care of
trees.

T  Weak cherry trees get stronger if a treatment for helping new roots grow is successful.
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@ When Yuri visited her uncle, did she find some cherry trees which didn’t have many blossoms?
@ What is Yuri going to do when she visits her uncle next time?
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Last summer, I went to Kumamoto Prefecture in the Kyushu area with
my family. There, we visited a park near the sea. My family told me that
the sea from the park is famous as a place for cultivating nori, a
kind of seaweed. In the park, I found a monument about a scientist in
the UK. It show people’s thanks to the scientist. It
says her research played an important role when people in Japan tried to
improve the way of cultivating nori. 1 didn’t know how nort is cultivated
and I didn’t know about the scientist, either. I did research and I will
talk about the things I learned.

In Japan, people started to cultivate nori in the Edo period. In those
days, peopie made fences and set them in the sea to keep fish in one place.
One day, people found that nori grew on those fences. | ©) |
Though people were successful in cultivating nori, there was a problem. The amount of nori
people could get was not stable. In one year, people could get a lot of nori. In another year,
people could get only a small amount of nori. People didn’t know well about
nori. They especially didn’t know how nori was born and grew before they found it on the sticks.
Nori was found in winter, but people couldn’t find it in summer. People just hoped a lot of nori
would grow on the sticks in winter. This situation continued until the middle of the 20th
century.

In the late 1940’s, a scientist in the U.K. found important things which helped people in Japan

improve the situation. The scientist’s name was Kathleen Drew-Baker.
She was doing research on one kind of seaweed which was very similar
to nori. Though the kind of seaweed was found in winter, it wasn’t found
in summer. She worked hard and finally found the answer for her
question. She found that, in summer, it grew on seashells and looked
very different. It looked so different in summer that, for a long time, TrHUL - Ko L—
scientists didn’t know that the thing which grew on seashells in summer [ | R H—OEH

and the kind of seaweed they found in winter were the same kind of
seaweed. She then sent a letter about her research to a Japanese
scientist she knew. He was studying seaweed in the Kyushu area.
In the letter, she told him that nori in Japan might also grow on seashells
in summer. He shared her research with other people and they started
their challenge of cultivating nori by using seashells. Several years

later, it was successful and finally ® Then, people were
able to cultivate a stable amount of nori.

The monument of Kathleen Drew-Baker is a sign of people’s thanks to her. She never visited
Japan, but her research greatly helped people improve the way of cultivating nori. And, that
led us to enjoy various dishes using nori in our everyday lives. The things I learned about nori
helped me realize that our lives are supported by many people.
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(i) People thought about improving the sticks for especially cultivating nori.

(ii) The fences were made with sticks made of plants.
(i) Those improved sticks worked well and, this way, cultivating nori started in Japan.
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She wanted to know why the kind of seaweed wasn’t found in summer.
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the way of cultivating nori by using seashells was developed
the way of sharing information about nori was improved
people started to look for different kinds of seaweed

people stopped cultivating nori by using seashells
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7 Yuta visited Kumamoto Prefecture because he wanted to do research on nori.

4 The amount of nori cultivated each year was always very small until the middle of the
20th century.

7 Kathleen Drew-Baker came to Japan to teach people about the way of cultivating nori.

T Kathleen Drew-Baker’s research gave an important hint for improving the way of
cultivating nori.
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You: Tina, thank you for waiting. ( (@) )

Tina: Oh, I see.

You: So, you want to ask me questions for the school English newspaper, right?

Tina: Yes. The topic for the newspaper next month will be “our favorite day of the week.”
Which day of the week, from Monday to Sunday, do you like the best? And why do you
choose the day?

You: ( @ )

Tina: [ see. Thank you!
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