Industries of Osaka that demonstrate diversity
   Osaka is a financial and commercial city globally known as the birthplace of futures transactions, and it was also Japan’s largest industrial city until the early 1940s. In this survey, taking “diversity” as a special quality of the industrial structure of Osaka, which has continued to develop as a large commercial city while enduring many political and economic turning points, we attempted verifications from the three perspectives of “historical consideration,” “fact-finding investigation of local industry (textile industry),” and “statistical analysis.”
Points of the survey results:
■ In Osaka, balanced locations of various types of business have led to a structure that is resilient to economic environmental changes. That can be said to be the result of the fact that various industries have developed in Osaka’s transition process, during which time the city has developed while changing its character from a political city to a religious city, a commercial city, and an industrial city, depending on the period.
■ Even today, Kansai is a leading national cluster region of the textile industry. In particular, Osaka has dealt in diverse materials and manufactures a wide range of products, from threads to fabrics, and other textile products. Textile companies in Osaka are conservative, but many of them advance market control, utilizing the city’s diverse networks and traffic convenience and taking advantage of their product qualities and response speed.
■ According to an analysis that used government statistics, we were able to confirm that the industry distribution of the manufacturing industry and wholesale industry in Osaka Prefecture is diverse. Also, we confirmed that manufacturers and wholesalers are strongly connected in the same industry and that both manufacturers and wholesalers concentrate in raw material-related industries. Furthermore, we learned that in terms of the manufacturing industry, as the industry distribution is more diverse, the local economy becomes more stable.
■ The key in the future is a measure to develop higher-value-added industries by creating opportunities for companies and human resources to meet, using Osaka’s characteristic of diversity, and by providing support for the combination of manufacturing and services.
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